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Understanding your readers’ expectations is the key to
writing a successful college essay.

Your instructors at the college level will have different
expectations from your high school teachers.



High School
Five Paragraph Essay

College
Open and more

complex and far more
developed

STRUCTURE

High School
Reporting information

College
Thesis driven.

THESIS,

SUPPORT, AND

PERSUASION

High School
Determined by your

instructor
College

Determined by subject
field and

documentation needed.

FORMAT

THE COLLEGE ESSAY VS. THE HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY



OUR FORMAT
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